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The Need and Desirability of a proposed low-income housing development, as outlined by the 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (DEAD&DP) and the DEA Integrated 

Environmental Management (IEM) Guidelines (March 2013), refers to an assessment of whether the 

development is necessary and suitable in the specific context of environmental, social, and economic 

factors. The guidelines focus on ensuring that developments meet specific criteria to maintain 

environmental integrity and improve the well-being of the community while aligning with sustainable 

development principles. 

The need and desirability of constructing low-income housing in a low-income, poor area are grounded 

in addressing both social and economic issues faced by disadvantaged communities. Here's an 

overview of why such developments are necessary and desirable: 

Need for Low-Income Housing: 

I. Affordable Housing Shortage: 

o Many low-income areas suffer from a lack of affordable housing, which forces residents 

to live in substandard conditions or overcrowded situations. These areas may have 

outdated, unsafe, or expensive housing that is inaccessible to people with limited 

financial resources. 

II. Improved Living Conditions: 

o Low-income housing developments offer a safer and healthier living environment 

compared to poorly maintained or dilapidated properties. By providing affordable, 

modern, and well-maintained housing, these developments improve residents' overall 

well-being and quality of life. 

III. Reducing Homelessness and Housing Instability: 

o Without access to affordable housing, many low-income families face the risk of 

homelessness or housing instability. New housing projects can help reduce homelessness 

by providing secure, long-term housing solutions for those in need. 

IV. Economic Mobility: 

o Stable and affordable housing enables residents to focus on improving their education, 

health, and employment opportunities. This stability is essential for economic mobility 

and breaking the cycle of poverty. 

V. Population Growth and Urbanization: 

o Many cities are experiencing population growth, including in low-income areas. There is 

an increasing demand for housing, which exacerbates existing housing shortages. 

Meeting this demand with low-income housing is crucial for managing urban growth 

and preventing further displacement of low-income residents. 

Desirability of Low-Income Housing: 

I. Social Equity and Inclusion: 

o Constructing low-income housing in areas where people already struggle with poverty 

helps to promote social equity. It ensures that everyone, regardless of income, has 

access to decent housing, which is a basic human right. It fosters inclusivity, diversity, 

and cohesion within communities. 

II. Economic Development and Stability: 

o When low-income housing is constructed, it stimulates local economies by creating jobs 

in construction, maintenance, and related industries. It can also attract businesses and 

services that cater to the needs of the residents, helping to revitalize neighbourhoods. 



III. Reduced Segregation: 

o Without affordable housing options, communities can become highly segregated by 

income and race. The construction of low-income housing in diverse areas can help 

combat this segregation, leading to more integrated neighbourhoods that offer better 

social and economic opportunities for all. 

IV. Support for Vulnerable Groups: 

o Low-income housing developments often cater to the needs of vulnerable groups such 

as seniors, disabled individuals, and single-parent households. These populations are 

especially at risk of homelessness and need access to secure and affordable housing. 

V. Community Empowerment and Stability: 

o When people have access to stable housing, they are more likely to become involved 

in their communities. Low-income housing projects that include community spaces, 

resources, and opportunities for engagement can foster a sense of ownership and 

empowerment among residents, contributing to the long-term stability and success of 

the community. 

Conclusion: 

Constructing low-income housing in impoverished areas is both a practical and moral necessity. It 

addresses immediate housing shortages, improves the quality of life for residents, reduces homelessness, 

and creates an opportunity for economic development and social mobility. Moreover, these 

developments help to combat segregation, provide economic stability, and enhance social inclusion, 

making them highly desirable in low-income areas. 

 


